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EQUAL JUSTICE WORKS AND VINSON & ELKINS SPONSOR LEGAL AID FELLOW 

University of Texas law school graduate will be placed at Texas Rural Legal Aid.

AUSTIN, Texas  The law firm of Vinson & Elkins and Equal Justice Works (formerly known as NAPIL) have selected University of Texas at Austin School of Law graduate Kelli Dunn as a 2002 Equal Justice Works Fellow. Dunn, who will be placed at Texas Rural Legal Aid in Austin, will work on behalf of low-income tenants with mental disabilities. The Fellowship begins in September 2002 and continues through August 2004.

Texas Rural Legal Aid is a nonprofit organization specializing in legal services to indigent residents of Central, South and West Texas. TRLA serves more than 10,000 eligible clients each year with a broad range of legal problems. It is one of the largest programs of its kind in the country.
Scott Atlas, a partner at Vinson & Elkins, said, “V&E is committed to giving back to the community and helping those that are less fortunate. By funding an EJW Fellowship, we have found an ideal way to do both. We were fortunate to find someone as talented and committed as Kelli Dunn for this fellowship. We have no doubt that her work will make a meaningful difference.”

Dunn’s project will focus on removing the barriers that low-income tenants encounter in accessing and retaining safe, decent, affordable housing. Dunn plans to educate tenants, community advocates, landlords, pro bono attorneys and legal services attorneys in the southwestern area of Texas on the rights of tenants with mental disabilities under such laws as the Federal Fair Housing Act.  
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“In times of declining resources, it is contributions like this from firms like Vinson & Elkins that make it possible to strengthen our efforts on behalf of the poor in southwest Texas,” David Hall, TRLA executive director, said. “Kelli will be a welcome addition to our team.”

Dunn previously received a fellowship to work at the organization during the summer of 2000.  In addition, she worked at Advocacy, Inc., a nonprofit corporation representing Texans with disabilities, during both her second year of law school and the year after graduation.  Growing up with a brother who has a disability inspired and prepared Dunn to work on behalf of her clients.

The Equal Justice Works Fellowships Program is the largest postgraduate legal fellowship program in the nation.  The program was launched in 1992 to address the shortage of attorneys working on behalf of traditionally under-served populations and causes in the United States and its territories. 

Recognizing that many obstacles, including daunting educational debts, prevent committed attorneys from practicing public interest law, the program provides financial and technical support to lawyers working on innovative and effective legal projects. In 1997, Equal Justice Works expanded the fellowship program to encourage partnerships between law firms, corporations and public interest organizations to fund fellowships. The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, also currently sponsoring a fellow in Austin, worked with V&E to familiarize them with the program and encourage their participation.

“The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation is very grateful to Vinson & Elkins for their commitment to low-income people and for their participation in this very worthwhile fellowship program,” said Lora Livingston, vice chair of the Foundation. “We hope V&E’s sponsorship inspires other law firms to follow suit.” 

Vinson & Elkins was established in 1917 and is one of the largest international law firms. The firm has more than 840 lawyers practicing in Austin, Beijing, Dallas, Houston, London, Moscow, New York, Singapore and Washington, D.C. The firm offers a wide range of legal services. Clients include public and private companies, financial institutions, municipalities, governments of sovereign nations, entrepreneurs, families, and individuals. 
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