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TEXAS LAWYERS CARE 25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION NETS $185,000 FOR LEGAL AID
Texas Access to Justice Commission hosted Celebration to honor Texas Lawyers Care’s support of pro bono and legal aid
AUSTIN, Texas – The Texas Access to Justice Commission hosted a Celebration Thursday in honor of the 25th Anniversary of Texas Lawyers Care, the pro bono and legal aid support department of the State Bar of Texas. The Commission and Texas Lawyers Care will donate 100 percent of the proceeds – $185,000 – to the Texas Access to Justice Foundation, which will grant the funds to legal aid groups statewide.
With the theme “A Small Key Can Open Big Doors,” the event celebrated the work of Texas Lawyers Care and all legal aid and pro bono attorneys who serve as keys to the courthouse for low-income Texans. Texas Lawyers Care supports legal aid programs and pro bono attorneys through training, support and research materials.
More than 300 people attended The Texas Lawyers Care Celebration, which included a pre-reception, dinner and dancing with live music by Rotel and the Hot Tomatoes. 
At the event, the Texas Access to Justice Commission and Texas Lawyers Care honored two individuals for their long-standing dedication to ensuring that low-income Texans have access to the justice system. Betty Balli Torres, executive director of the Texas Access to Justice Foundation, and Emily Jones, executive director of the Texas Access to Justice Commission, received the “Star of Justice” awards for their leadership and ongoing commitment to the legal aid community.

The Commission also gave the State Bar of Texas a special recognition plaque for its support of Texas Lawyers Care and its commitment to legal services for the poor.
Deborah Hankinson, with the Law Offices of Deborah Hankinson in Dallas, and Bill Whitehurst, with Whitehurst Harkness Ozmun & Brees in Austin, served as the Celebration Host Committee co-chairs.

Sponsors of the Celebration included:
Grand Master Key level ($15,000): Fulbright & Jaworski; Baker Botts; Vinson & Elkins and Harry Reasoner; Greenberg Traurig; State Bar of Texas Construction Law Section.
Master Key level ($10,000): ExxonMobil; Locke Liddell & Sapp; Whitehurst Harkness Ozmun & Brees.
Pass Key level ($5,000): Andrews Kurth; Law Offices of Deborah Hankinson; Beirne Maynard & Parsons; Bracewell & Giuliani; The Lanier Law Firm; Dell; Clark Thomas & Winters.
Change Key level ($3,000): Association of Corporate Counsel – Houston Chapter; Thompson & Knight; Gibbs & Bruns; Graves Dougherty Hearon & Moody; Sprouse Shrader Smith; McGinnis Lochridge & Kilgore; Tate Moerer & King; The Law Office of Chad Baruch; Germer Gertz; Weil Gotshal & Manges; Harris Finley & Bogle; King & Spalding; Hughes & Luce.
Texas Lawyers Care was founded in 1982 to serve as the pro bono and legal aid support department of the State Bar of Texas. Texas Lawyers Care assists pro bono and staff-based legal aid programs by providing training, malpractice insurance, continuing legal education scholarships and much more. The organization also hosts the annual statewide Poverty Law and Pro Bono Coordinators conferences.
The Texas Access to Justice Commission (www.TexasATJ.org) was created in 2001 by the Supreme Court of Texas to develop and implement policy initiatives designed to expand access to and enhance the quality of justice in civil legal matters for low-income Texans. The Commission has created several initiatives to increase resources for and awareness of legal aid, including the domestic violence Protective Order Kit, the Texas Student Loan Repayment Assistance Program, and www.TexasLawHelp.org, an online resource for free legal information. 

-30-

