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TEXAS EQUAL ACCESS TO JUSTICE FOUNDATION HONORS INTEREST ON LAWYERS’ TRUST ACCOUNTS (IOLTA) LITIGATION TEAM

AUSTIN, Texas  The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, the largest Texas-based funding source for legal aid organizations in the state, has honored the Texas IOLTA Program Litigation Team with the prestigious Harold F. Kleinman award for outstanding contributions to the delivery of civil legal services to the poor.

The Texas IOLTA program began in 1984 whereby attorneys voluntarily pooled the interest earned on trust accounts to provide civil legal services to the poor. In 1989, the Supreme Court of Texas made participation mandatory for Texas attorneys. The IOLTA program in Texas currently generates approximately $3.6 million yearly without taxing the public and at no cost to lawyers or their clients. The funds help to meet the ever-growing needs of low-income individuals who otherwise would not have the monetary resources to attain access to the justice system. 

Following are members of the Texas IOLTA Program Litigation Team and recipients of the Kleinman Award:

Hughes & Luce (Dallas)
-Darrell Jordan (now with Godwin Gruber/Dallas)

-Beth Bivans

-David Schenck 

Covington & Burling (Washington, D.C.)
-Caroline Brown

-Robert A. Long

Hale & Dorr (Boston)
-Richard Johnston

-Francine Rosenzweig (now with Euro-Pro/West Newton, Mass.)

Texas Office of the Attorney General (Austin)
-Jack Hohengarten
-more-
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In 1994, the Washington Legal Foundation sued the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation, its chairman and the individual justices of the Texas Supreme Court alleging that the IOLTA Program violates the First and Fifth amendments. The Texas Litigation Team has fought tirelessly for almost a decade to preserve the program, a battle that has included arguments before the U.S. Supreme Court. The Texas Team also played an integral role in preparation for a similar case brought against the Washington State IOLTA Program. This year, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that the Washington State IOLTA Program did not violate the Fifth Amendment, thereby preserving IOLTA programs throughout the country, including Texas. The Supreme Court has remanded the Texas case to the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals for future consideration of the First Amendment issue. To date there has been no action taken by the 5th Circuit. 

“There are no words to express the gratitude the Foundation has for our IOLTA Litigation Team,” TEAJF Executive Director Betty Balli Torres said. “We have estimated that the attorneys and their law firms have donated $1.8 million in services defending the Texas IOLTA Program. Their generosity and dedication demonstrate their commitment to the integrity of IOLTA and to ensuring legal aid for poor Texans.”

The Kleinman Award is named after Harold F. Kleinman, the first chairman of the Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation. The Foundation, wishing to recognize Kleinman’s outstanding character, commitment and public service to the people of Texas, created the award to confer prestige and honor upon leaders in the field of access to civil justice. 

The Texas Equal Access to Justice Foundation presented the Kleinman Awards to the Texas IOLTA Program Litigation Team at the annual Supreme Court of Texas Luncheon held on September 5, 2003. Also at the luncheon, the Texas Access to Justice Commission presented each member of the Texas Litigation Team with a Star of Justice Award, in gratitude for furthering the cause of access to justice for poor Texans.
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